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SPORTS BARREL

Grand Traverse reaches
10-year mark this weekend

cotinned o premioas page

As the lead leams reached the final possi-
bla tumaround point at Star Pass, the final ded-
alon came: Myall and Ewer sald it was dear
and sant avenyong ovar b Aspen,

Fifty-six teams ended up finishing, with
Faust and O'Meil sarning a full-courss viclory,
ESchiroer beamed up with Edca Montgomery 1o
faka the woman's ile and Krislan and Pann
Kewhard won the cosd racs.

Gy Bullack and Dave Pannay joined
forces b wn e fourth year in 2001, seting &

mery course recond with a me of eight hours
and 17 minutes.

“Blisters are the windows to your
soul."—Chrs Gray

In 2002 the race atiracted the likes of profession-
al advanbura racer Mika Kloser and pariner Dan Wes-
land. Penney and Bullock repeated as chamgions
with Klosar and Weiland hat on their tails the entire
race, Bulock and Penney ulilized some hometown
knowledge of the course fo play cat-and-mousa with
Kloser and Weland and shattered the course recond
in a biestaring fima of sevan howes and 10 minules.

Al that poind, & new course was created for the
sixth race Lo halp slow down the racers and breathe
fresh &l into the event,

“We wanded o involve ML Crestad Butte and
make the course & litle more chalenging,” says raoe
saganizer Runge.

Thal sixth race proved o be the most brutal for
averyone mvolved as temparatures ware —11
degrees at the star when 102 teams headed oul
onko the course,
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In the end, 61 teams finished the race while
som racars ward ransported from the course to tha
hspital wia helloopter with frosthbte, One team took &
wriong fum and spent the following night in a cab
befoare fnishing the race the following day.

“It was a frozen flesh-mass of humani-
ty."—Gen Bullock

Irt ke end Klogar and Wailand nolched theer irsl
win and Elizabeth Smith and Sue Sherman broughl
Ferrue Ehe weomen's lille, while Bob and Rulh Wade
emerged as the coad chamgpions.

Condilions preved chalenging once again Tor the
sevanth raca in 2004, when & dwinding snow pack
e racers I'I.-I['I['I'I'lg porions ol e oourse,

This time Faust and O'MNedl would hold off Kloser
and Weiland For e enlire race 1o win heir hird race,
a3 the two leams batlled it oul from start 1o finish.

“Thal year was lhe mos] excing,” said Faus)
“We hardly look Gme to eat.”

Irggric Bults and Carod Quinn leamed up 1o ake
their s=cond women's lile and set the new
courge women's recond of 10 hours, 26 min-
uies and 20 seconds. The coed tille wenl to a
nezy pairing of Ellen Miller and William Malli-
S0,

“It was tougher than a two=dollar
steak.” —Pa O'Neil

But Wedand and Klosar would retum for
The race in 2000 delermmned [0 exac] resenpe,
winming the race and setting & record on the
mew Courge of Seven hours, 48 mimades and 30
seconds.

Pede Swengon and Monigque bemll ware
ihe coed winners and Sarah Fuld and Janae
Pritchell represanted Cresled Bolle on Hhe

Dave Pennev and Geo Bullock 2002

Ginmny Bullock and Niki S

podiumm with the womean's tithe.

Lasl year proved bo be he mos! excilig with an
unbelievable finish ta the man's race.

Two leams were deddiocked al lhe lop of Aspen
Mouniain with nothing but 3,000 vertical descant of
croormed rails balween fhiem and he inish line,

Pennay took the lead on the descent, leaving his
partner Eric Sulivan and he olber leam of Jan
Brown and Brian Smith to baltle it aut.

Penney crossed the Tinish hirsl and Smilh came
i biehined hirm, but thesr parners, Sullivan and Brown,
were sl duking il oul on he inal pilch, Brown
slacked, then Sulkean wen! down, and Brown man-
aged 1o pull hirmsell up and cross the fnesh jusl n
fima, giving the 2004 Gle to him and Smith.

Andrew Hadley and Jan Krkland sl a new coed
record @me of sight hours, 48 minutes and 50 sec-
onds and Caral Cuinn and Rebecca Dussaul
crossed with the women's tithe.

“Crashes? Oh yeah, we had tons of
crashes, but no serious injuries.”
—Taylor Diafa
v This vear, Fausl, who has leamed up
- with O'Medl for the first nine reces, i gaoing
- Iheough rehabililation from hip surgery and
is baing forced fo sit oul. He fesls that the
level ol cormpetilion has rmproved drarmali-
cally as the race continuss o gain press
BT,

“Tha compedition has ncreased as it's
pulling in leams o oller places”
explained Faust.

In addilion, Fausl, whe's experienced
a8 broken ski, broken boot and & broken
birding in Ihree of the nine races, belises
the race truly challenges the lighteesight
pear mos! [eams are wsing these days,

“The gear wa're on reslly has no business being
whiere we go,” Ss Fausl, “You ga from powder, 1o
breakabla crust to hard pack. We're all pushing the
pear pasl whese iLis inlended o go”

He did have soms recommendalions, though, for
thase venluring inlo this vear's event,

“The preparalion is really important,” says Faust.
“Being Tardiar with your geas and your sllf and the
course. Knowing when you're going o skin, when
SO GG o e

Runge has been mwolved since day one and
looks forward (o anciher successful mca.

“It's been & great event that's tumed inlo &
worlhwhile endaavor,” says Runge.

If wou're nod racing, head up o this year's starl al
ihe base of Crestad Butte Maouniain on midnighi Fri-
day, March 30 to help send the teams off inlo the

night.

Forr strowe infarssntbon o (his year's sace,
s related shory on pnge i
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