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Grand Traverse reaches
10-year mark this weekend

by Than Acuff’

&

Ehan-un YEArs B0 M idea was bom thal

hae now becomea an obsession for some and
a rile ol passage lor oers—he Elk Moun-
tains Grand Traverse. Jan Runge, Ethan
Facks, Wik Marlin and Culler Ferchau puled
togathar an idea to create & beckoountry sk
race Rl would goin o classic ski loewns
togathar, Crasied Butle and Aspen.

b 1558 [hal sdea came b nuilion wilh
the first annual Elk Mounitains Grand Tra-
wirsi, Laking lemms of ho on skis on a 40-
rrila tred from the edge of Crasted Butle, up
thex Brusgh Creek Valley, pasd the Friend's
Hut, over Star and Taylor Pass and along
Fichmond Ridge before descendmng 1o e

SPORTS BARREL

firesh al 1he base of Aspen SkiArea

Fifty t=ams entered and 41 finished tha
i) race, wallh Piesme Wille and Travig Moons
from Aspen winning the men's race, and an
AspeniDresled Bulle leam of Deb Curis fnd
Ginmy Bullock winning the women's. Tad
Anderson and Deborah Hulchingon won the
coed division

“Drop in and stay high.”
—Buek Myal
Thiat first year set the standard for
equipemen] from Ben on for he Grand Tra-
verse. Both Moore and Wille chose to go
lighbweighl walh Moedic-speachic geasr, a8 olh-

ok by Alex Fendon

s opled for & Sighlly more Secure gaar
choice, such as threepin bindings and
leadher Boals

“We gol tolally schooled,” admits Crest-
et Bulle resdent Jimery Faus), who ook
third place with partner and resident Pat
Criddesl| m Ihe el races, “Thes |Piesme and
Trawis] victory thal yesr pretty much set the
shagpe for gear Tor the resl of us”

The s=cond year the high country was
Buried in & massne Snowsionm, Toming rde
officials to raroute the courss & the last
mirishe, laking skiers up Lo e Friends Hol
and then back down, nicknaming the race
lhe Garand Fewerss

Traflic an the cimb 1o he Frhend's Hul
was dicay to say the keast as the lead pack
was aeady Bormbang Back down when he
back of the pack was sl stiruggling up to the
lurridroung poind,

Local team Jirmmy Faust and Pat O'Meil
leak the rre's lille, Crested Bulle warmen
Ginny Bulook and Miki Schroer wan the
WOrmen's race and Sara Ballentyne and
William Matlison won the cosd division.

Th therd year the race was close i
besng stymied once more as weathar rolled
in B week prior, bul snow safely d@reclons
Buck Myall and Dan BEwert matdes & dutch
call, crrtie aie Hex! e



